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Geese
in the Cabin

B eaumont, Texas, quiltmaker Joyce Saia
says, “On first impression, this looks
like a red-and-white quilt. But the dark
fabrics are red, purple, and orange and

the lights are anything but white.” The adventurous
variation of color, tone, and texture within the
dark and light halves of the blocks adds interest to
this graphic version of the classic Log Cabin.
Joyce drafted paper foundations to simplify the
piecing.

MADE BY
JOYCE SAIA

I N T E R M E D I A T E
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Assembly
qWash and press fabrics.
Cut borders listed in the
materials and cutting
box. Cut patches and
strips for paper-founda-
tion piecing. We suggest
rough-cutting half-
square triangles for the
“geese” from 2½˝ squares
of fabric.
r Enlarge the paper foundation 200 percent on 
a photocopy machine. Trace or photocopy the 
pattern 72 times for paper piecing. 
s Referring to the diagram, make 72 blocks.

Partial Quilt Assembly
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¼˝ seam allowance

t Referring to the 
partial quilt assembly 
diagram and the quilt
photograph, arrange the
blocks in 9 rows of 8
blocks each, rotating
blocks to form the 
overall design.
u Sew the longer 
purple borders to the
sides of the quilt and
trim excess length. Sew
the shorter purple 
borders to the top and
bottom; trim. There is a
good tip for sewing ¼˝
borders like this in Slick
Tricks, QNM issue 366.

v Sew the shorter red
borders to the sides of
the quilt and trim excess
length. Sew the longer
red borders to the top and bottom; trim.

w Layer the quilt lining, batting, and top. Baste.
Joyce quilted curving floral patterns diagonally
across the quilt to contrast with the geometric
patchwork. Quilt in-the-ditch around the block
patches if you prefer. Bind the quilt to finish. L

Enlarge 200%. 

MATERIALS AND CUTTING

Block Size: 8½˝    Quilt Size: 77½˝ x 86˝

Requirements are based on 42˝ fabric width.

MATERIALS YARDS CUTTING

Red Marble Print 2⅜ 2 borders 5˝ x 80˝
(1¼) 2 borders 5˝ x 79½˝

Purple Solid (¼) 2 borders ¾˝ x 79˝
2 borders ¾˝ x 71˝

Black Print ¾ 8½ strip binding 2½˝ x 42˝
Black Solid 1⅝ Patches for PFP
Red/Purple Scraps 2½ Strips for PFP
Light Print Scraps 2½ Strips for PFP
Lining 5¼ 2 panels 42˝ x 90˝ each
Batting 4˝ wider and longer than quilt top

Border measurements include 2˝ extra length plus seam 
allowances. Measurements given in ( ) are for borders cut
crosswise and pieced.

Log Cabin Block
Make 72


