
I N T E R M E D I A T E

ZZZ
BY LAURA FRANCHINI

Marie Webster called the block “Double X,”
Jinny Beyer created a pattern with it in her
Blocks and Borders (EPM Publications, 1980 &
1986), but Laura Franchini made the design her
own with gradations of the blacks and pinks and
oriental-style fabrics she loves. The quiltmaker
from Wisner, Nebraska, won a blue ribbon for
the quilt at a show sponsored by the National
Quilting Association.
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Assembly
qWash and press fabrics using spray
starch, if desired. Cut the patches 
listed in the materials and cutting box
and shown in the rotary cutting dia-
grams. Cut the borders and binding
strips from the black solid before 
cutting the E patches.
r Assemble 31 blocks as shown in
the block piecing diagram. Use the
quilt photograph as a guide for the
color placement.

s As shown in the partial quilt 
assembly, add black E patches on the
sides of the blocks and assemble the
blocks into rows.

Beginning with the first diagonal
row, join 3 D’s with 2 E’s to form a
sashing row, and sew to the top of the
first row of blocks. Add the large gray
F patches to either end of the row.
Trim the F’s even with the block row.
Continue in a like manner with the
assembly of the sashing rows with the
rows of blocks. Once the last row is
assembled, add a sashing row to the
bottom of the last row. Stitch the rows
together.

Stitch 4 pairs of F patches together,
and add to the the corners of the
quilt, matching the center seam of the
F patches with the center of each sash-
ing row.

t To make the assembly easier, we
had you cut oversized F patches. Once
the quilt is assembled, trim off the ex-
cess, leaving a ¼˝ seam allowance.

u Add the black borders to the quilt,
starting and stopping stitching ¼˝
from the ends. Miter the corners and
trim the excess.

v Layer the quilt lining, batting, and
top. Baste. Quilt as desired or as Laura
did, with a traditional sashiko design
that resembles a herringbone pattern.
Bind the quilt to finish. L

MATERIALS AND CUTTING

Block Size: 10

Quilt Size: 91¾ x 110⅛

Requirements are based on 40 fabric width.
Borders include 2˝ extra length plus seam allowances.

MATERIALS YARDS CUTTING

Lg. Scale Print Scraps ¾ 26 A
Lt./Med. Gray Scraps 4½* 4 A, 80 C, 18 F
White ½ 10 B, 50 C, 11 D
Lt./Med. Pink Scraps 1¾ 38 B, 230 C, 31 D
Dk. Pink Scraps 1 1 A, 14 B, 70 C, 4 D
Black Scraps 1 190 C
Black Solid 4⅝

2 borders 7½ x 112⅝
2 borders 7½ x 94¼

76 E
Binding ⅞ 11 strips 2½ x 40

Lining 8½
3 panels 38½ x 96 each

Batting 4 wider and longer than quilt top

Read the assembly before cutting patches or strips.
*Cut 2 F from each of 9 fabrics, each ½ yard. More yardage
is required to cut each F from a separate fabric.

3

3B

Measurements include ¼ seam allowance. 
Rotary Cutting

Align arrows with lengthwise or crosswise grain of fabric.

3⅜

3⅜C
C

5½

5½A

3½

3½D

10½

3½E

16

16

F

AB
C
C

PARTIAL QUILT ASSEMBLY

BLOCK PIECING
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