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easy 
lesson

BY BARBARA FIEDLER

Our ongoing series of basic quiltmaking lessons
is based on the floral sampler Posy Primer. Use the

information presented in this series to make 
a quilt like ours, or use the patterns 

to design a quilt of your own.

MATERIALS FOR 
DRESDEN FAN FLOWER
Using the rotary diagram and
templates, cut patches as listed
below from one light scrap and
assorted color scraps.

BLOCK PIECING AND APPLIQUE
The Dresden Fan Flower block is made by hand
piecing the flower patches together and then
hand appliqueing them to the background. For
ease of patch preparation and sewing, mark
around each B, C, D, E, and F patch template on
the wrong side of the fabric. Add ¼˝ seam and
turn-under allowances on all sides when cutting
out patches. For help with hand piecing, see
part 2 of this series in our October 2005 issue. 

By hand, join B and C in a curved seam. Sew
2 D’s together, stitching only on the marked
seam lines. Add a third D in the same way. Sew
the D unit to B/C. Repeat to make another petal
fan unit like this. Sew E to F. Join 5 D’s and then
sew to E/F.

Fold A in half diagonally both ways and crease;
use these creases for help with applique place-
ment. Prepare the bias stem for applique as 
described in part 5 in the Jan/Feb 2006 issue.
Align the stem on the diagonal fold where
shown in the block diagram. Stitch by hand or
machine along both sides. Needle-turn applique
the leaves in place. 

Pin or thread baste a small petal fan unit on
the diagonal line, covering the tip of the stem at
the center; needle turn and stitch in place. Take
an extra stitch at each petal point and inside
point. Repeat to sew the second small petal fan
unit on A. Baste the center petal fan on the 
diagonal fold line and sew in place. 

When the applique is complete, center and
trim A to 9½˝ x 9½˝. L
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Cut 2 from 
dark green

Cut 2 from 
medium green

Cut 1 from 
medium green

Cut 1 leaf and 
1 reversed leaf
from medium dark green

Cut 1⅛˝ x 7˝ straight-grain 
strip from medium
dark green

Cut 1 from 
dark green

Cut 11
from brights

10½˝ x 10½˝
Cut 1
from light
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