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Were you a member of the QN Booster
Club? Club members were offered a
free, limited-edition pattern for the
Plain and Fancy block in July 1971 as
thanks for selling subscriptions to a
publication that was then 32 black-
and-white pages. We thought it would
be fun to revisit Plain and Fancy, and
see if it is possible to construct the 12˝
block using today’s rotary cutting and
paper-foundation techniques. 

Use paper-foundation-piecing techniques to
make 4 unit A and 4 unit B. Cut 1 C, 3½˝
square. Referring to the block piecing dia-
gram, sew a unit A and a unit B together.
Make 4 like this. Sew the C to the short side
of an A/B unit, starting and stopping the
stitching ¼˝ from the edges. Similarly, add
the remaining units to the C. Complete the
block by sewing the diagonal seams.
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Patterns are the reverse
of the finished block.

Patterns are the reverse
of the finished block.

Add ¼˝ seam allowance around Units A and B.

Unit A

Unit B

C

Unit  A Unit B

C 3½˝

3½˝

Rotary Cutting
Measurements include
¼˝ seam allowances.
Align arrows with
lengthwise or cross-
wise grain of fabric.

12˝ Plain and Fancy

Color Variations
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